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1. 
Introduction
1.1. The Commonwealth Games  
  Federation (CGF) has adopted this  
  Charter (as referred to in Clause  
  3.2.3 of the CGF Code of Ethics  
  and Conduct and Clause 3.e. in  
  the Birmingham 2022 Entry and  
  Eligibility Conditions Form) in  
  order to further its Vision and  
  Mission, and to support and  
  uphold its Core Values.

2.1. This Charter is intended not  
 to replace other laws and  
 regulations (including national  
 laws), IF or CGA rules and  
 regulations, or other CGF  
 rules such as the Code of  
 Ethics and Conduct. Instead,  
 this Charter is intended to  
 supplement them with further  
 rules of conduct for those  
 attending the Commonwealth  
 Games, in order to ensure the  
 highest standards of conduct  
 apply and to maintain public  
	 confidence	in	the	image	and	 
 integrity of the Commonwealth  
 Sports Movement and the  
 Commonwealth Games. 

2.  
Interpretation

3.1. This Charter applies in  
 its entirety to all Athletes and  
 Athlete Support Personnel  
 at the Commonwealth  
 Games, including all  
 individuals accredited to the  
 Commonwealth Games in Aa,  
 Ab, Ac, Ac**, Am, Ao, B, B**,  
 J and P accreditation categories.1

3.2. Covered Persons will be  
 bound by and required to  
 comply with this Charter  
 during the Games Period.

1	As	defined	in	the	CGF	Accreditation	Manual,	these	
apply to Athletes (Aa), Athlete Competition Partners 
(Ab), Chefs de Mission, General Team Managers, 
Team Attachés and Aides to the Attachés (Ac), Chef 
de Mission and General Team Manager Guests 
(Ac**),	Medical	Personnel	(Am),	Team	Officials,	Extra	
Team	Officials,	Press	Attachés	and	Administrative	
Personnel	(Ao),	Technical	Delegates	and	IF	Staff	
(B)	and	their	guests	(B**),	Technical	Officials	(J)	and	
Training Partners and Personal Coaches (P).  

3.  
Persons 
bound by  
this charter

2



4.1. The vision of the Commonwealth Games Federation is “Through sport, we create peaceful,  
 sustainable and prosperous communities across the Commonwealth”. 

4.2. The CGF takes a global leadership role in uniting the Commonwealth’s athletes, citizens  
 and communities through the transformative and connecting power of sport.

4.3. The CGF’s vision, mission and core values are inspired by the diversity and dynamism  
 of the Commonwealth itself - a voluntary association of 72 nations and territories - and its  
 enduring commitment to human rights, democracy and the rule of law. 

4.4. Sport underpins the unique connections and friendships which bring together a third of  
 the world’s population as citizens of the nations and territories of the Commonwealth.  
 Among the Commonwealth’s membership are some of the world’s largest and smallest  
 countries, from India, with over 1.2 billion people to Niue with a population of 1,600. More  
 than 60% of the Commonwealth citizens are under 30.

4.5. Each individual participating at the Commonwealth Games is required to uphold the CGF’s  
 core values of Humanity, Equality and Destiny, and in so doing contribute to the positive  
 impact of the Commonwealth Sports Movement.

4.6. In keeping with the Commonwealth Athlete Oath: ‘We declare that we will take part in  
 the Commonwealth Games in the true spirit of sport, recognising the rules which govern  
 them and desirous of participating in them for the honour of our Commonwealth and for  
 the glory of sport.’

4.7. Accordingly, this Charter of Good Conduct sets out the expected behaviours and conduct  
	 of	Commonwealth	Athletes	and	Athlete	Support	Personnel	(as	defined	in	Section	3.1,	 
 collectively all referred to as Participants). It is designed to promote the highest  
 possible standard of competition, sportsmanship, fairness and behaviour at the  
 Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games.
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5.1. Participants shall respect the rules of the sport and the event regulations.

5.2. Participants shall not by themselves or through collusion with any party achieve or  
 attempt any competition manipulation. For further information, see the CGF Code on  
 Prevention of Manipulation of Competition in Annex 5.

5.3. Participants shall always conduct themselves in a professional manner, respecting all  
	 officials	and	competitors.

5.4. Participants shall refrain from any behaviours or engage in any activity, whether before,  
 during or after an event or competition (including during training and other activities),  
	 that	would	impair	public	confidence	in	the	honest	and	orderly	conduct	of	events	and	 
 competitions or in the integrity and good character of the Commonwealth Games  
 and its participants.

5.5. Participants shall observe all relevant rules, policies and guides of the CGF and  
 Birmingham 2022 including, but not limited to, the CGF Constitution, CGF Anti-Doping  
 Rules, CGF No Needle Policy (see Annex 1), CGF Social Media Policy (see Annexes 2  
 and 3), Birmingham 2022 Health and Safety regulations and Birmingham 2022  
 COVID-19 measures.

5.6.	 Participants	shall	not	in	any	circumstances,	directly	or	indirectly,	solicit,	accept	or	offer	 
	 any	form	of	remuneration	or	commission,	nor	any	concealed	benefit,	service	or	gift	of	any	 
	 nature	that	could	be	considered	as	a	bribe	or	undue	influence.

5.7. Participants shall refrain from gambling, betting or providing inside information to  
	 anybody	that	could	use	that	information	to	influence	or	attempt	to	manipulate	a	sporting	 
 event for inappropriate or illegal reasons.
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6.1. Participants shall respect the rights, dignity and worth of others.

6.2. Participants shall always uphold the laws of the Host Nation and act in a lawful manner.

6.3. Participants shall refrain from encouraging or supporting others to break the law of the  
 Host Nation.

6.4. Participants shall respect the sanctity of the Commonwealth Games Athletes’ Villages and  
 the needs of fellow competitors to rest and properly prepare for their competitions.

6.5. Participants shall respect the environment of the Host City, Commonwealth Games  
 Athletes’ Villages, Venues, Training Venues, associated Birmingham 2022 venues  
 and sites.

6.6. Participants shall read and adhere to the conduct policies outlined by Birmingham 2022  
 and the CGF.

6.7. Participants shall not discriminate against any country, nation, territory or person on any  
 grounds whatsoever, such as age, ability or disability, gender, gender identity, marriage  
 and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual  
 orientation, language, socio-economic background or identity.

6.8.	 Participants	shall	refrain	from	any	behaviours	which	are	likely	to	intimidate,	offend,	insult,	 
 threaten, coerce, bully or humiliate another person on grounds such as age, ability or  
 disability, gender, gender identity, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity,  
 race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation, language, socio-economic background  
 or identity.

6.9. Participants shall refrain from any inappropriate behaviour or inappropriate communication  
 (including through social media) with children (under 18 years old), adults at risk and  
 anyone else at the Games which seek to build improper relationships in order to abuse  
 them or put them at risk. For further information, see the Safeguarding Code of Conduct in  
 Annex 4.
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7.
Athlete 
advocacy
7.1. The CGF recognises that athletes  
  are inspirational leaders, agents of  
  change, advocates for integrity  
  ambassadors for respect, impartiality  
  and non-discrimination.

7.2. The CGF is supportive of freedom of  
  expression and trusts, respects and  
  understands that athletes may want to  
  make positive expressions of their values  
  in line with the CGF values of Humanity,  
  Equality and Destiny.

7.3. Any infringement or alleged infringement  
  of such positive expressions of values are  
  subject to Section 9 of this Charter of  
  Good Conduct.

8.1. Participants shall use the  
 Safeguarding reporting  
 procedure to report any  
 incident or cause for concern  
 that a child, adult or adult at  
 risk has been harmed or is at  
 risk of harm. Contact  
 safeguarding@thecgf.com 

8.2. Participants shall report any  
 approaches under 5.2, 5.6 and 5.7  
 to the IOC’s Integrity and  
 Compliance Hotline which  
 is available at: www.olympic.org/ 
 integrityhotline.

8.3. Where the incident, belief or cause  
 for concern cannot be reported  
 using the procedure referenced in  
 8.1 or 8.2 then Participants shall  
 report any other concerns, including  
 any approaches under, 5.4 via  
 ethics@thecgf.com.

8.
Duty  
to report

9.1. An infringement or alleged  
 infringement of the Charter of  
 Good Conduct will be handled  
 in accordance with the CGF’s  
 Jurisdiction Rules. 

9.
Sanctions
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A. PURPOSE  
1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 The Commonwealth Games are “needle-
free” for all participating athletes (“Athletes”). 
Needles must not be used except by:

1.1.1	 medically	qualified	practitioners	for	
the	clinically	justified	treatment	of	injury,	 
illness or other medical conditions (for which 
a valid TUE may be required); or

1.1.2 those requiring auto-injection 
therapy for an established medical condition 
with a valid TUE, e.g. for insulin dependent 
diabetes.

B. SCOPE  
2. SCOPE

2.1 It is the responsibility of each Athlete, 
his/her entourage and each Commonwealth 
Games Association (“CGA”) to ensure 
compliance with this CGF No Needle Policy. 
In particular, each CGA must ensure that:

2.1.1 Any needles, and associated clinical 
materials, intended for use by members of 
its delegation are stored in a central secured 
location, access to which is restricted to 
authorized medical personnel of the CGA 
delegation. Athletes with a valid TUE for the 
use of insulin, and non-athletes requiring 
other forms of auto-injection may keep 
appropriate materials with them if safely 
stored and disposed of in accordance with 

point 2.1.2 below;

2.1.2 All used needles and associated 
materials (vials, syringes, and swabs) are 
safely disposed of in an appropriate bio-
hazards container (e.g. “sharps bin”). If  
necessary, these may be procured from the 
Athletes’ Village Polyclinic;

2.1.3 whenever an Athlete receives an 
injection during the period of the Birmingham 
Commonwealth Games (i.e. from the date of 
the opening of the Athletes’ Village on 19 July 
2022 to and including the date of the closing 
of the Athlete Village on 10th August 2022), 
the attached “Injection Declaration Form” 
is duly completed and forwarded to the 
CGF Anti-Doping and Medical Commission 
no later than noon the day following such 
injection. This applies to all injections 
administered to Athletes whether they occur 
in the Athlete Village, elsewhere in the Host 
Country of the Games or in another country;

2.1.4 Injection Declaration Forms are 
completed legibly in English and any 
additional evidence attesting to the need for 
injection therapy (e.g. imaging, laboratory  
reports), are attached. The completed 
Injection Declaration Form may be e-mailed  
to TUE@thecgf.com or placed in an envelope 
addressed to the CGF Anti- Doping and 
Medical Commission and placed into the 
Injection Declaration Form box in the Main 
Medical Clinic Reception.

Annex 
1: No 
Needle 
Policy
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2.2 No Injection Declaration Form is required 
if the injection has been administered by 
a	medically	qualified	ractitioner	from	the	
Birmingham 2022 Organising Committee and 
the injection has been recorded. Acupuncture 
or the use of dry needling techniques is not 
considered to be a medical injection and thus 
an Injection Declaration Form is not required 
for these treatments.

B. PROCEDURE  
3. FAILURE TO COMPLY

3.1 Failure to respect this CGF No Needle 
Policy, including failure to submit a completed 
Injection Declaration Form to the CGF Anti-
Doping and Medical Commission, may expose 
the Athlete(s), the entourage of the Athlete(s), 
the CGA and members of its delegation as 
well as the Person(s) having administered 
the injection to disciplinary action, additional 
Testing and sanctions, as determined by the 
CGF Anti-Doping and Medical Commission.

C. MEDICAL JUSTIFICATION 
4. MEDICAL JUSTIFICATION OF 
INJECTIONS

4.1	 There	is	no	justification	for	any	Athlete	
(except those with an established clinical 
condition requiring auto-injection and a valid 
TUE), a coach or any other non-medically 
qualified	Person	to	administer	an	injection.	
Injections are only permitted when there 
is	a	clinically	justified	reason	for	such	an	

intervention as determined by the CGF 
Anti-Doping and Medical Commission. All 
completed Injection Declaration Forms will 
be reviewed by the CGF Anti-Doping and 
Medical	Commission.	Any	concerns	identified	
as a result will prompt a review of the rationale 
and	justification	for	the	treatment	by	a	panel	
of physicians convened by the CGF Anti-
Doping and Medical Commission. Ordinarily 
this review will include a meeting with the 
practitioner(s) involved in the administration of 
the injection.

4.2 If there is a dispute as to whether 
the	medical	justification	of	the	injection	is	
accepted as normal medical practice (as 
defined	above),	the	issue	may	be	referred	to	
the Federation Court by the Chair of the CGF 
Anti-Doping and Medical Commission.

4.3 If the relevant CGA or International 
Federation also has rules in place regarding 
the subject matter dealt with herein, the rules 
of the relevant CGA or International Federation 
shall	also	apply.	In	the	event	of	any	conflict	
between such rules and the present Policy, 
during the period of the Birmingham 2022 
Commonwealth Games, the Federation Court 
shall resolve the discrepancy.

D. NEEDLE SAFETY 
5. NEEDLE SAFETY AND DISCOVERY OF 
NEEDLES IN ATHLETE ACCOMMODATION 
OR OTHER FACILITIES

5.1 Where use of needles has been permitted, 
Birmingham 2022 has in place procedures 
regarding their safe disposal using a sharps 
bin.	Athletes	and	CGA	officials	are	reminded	
to follow the No-Needle Policy and to use 
these facilities to avoid any danger to others 
from needle stick injuries, or misunderstanding 
regarding the purpose of the needles.

5.2	 Any	athlete,	support	person,	CGA	official	
or	other	personnel	who	finds	any	needles	or	
suspect equipment is required to report the 
finding	immediately	to	the	CGF	Anti-Doping	
and Medical Commission and to the Anti-
Doping Manager or UKAD on tue@thecgf.
com, who will arrange for the location to be 
secured. Do not touch or interfere with any 
item(s). Remain at a safe distance, keeping the 
items under observation or securely located 
until	an	official	from	the	CGF	Anti-Doping	and	
Medical Commission or UKAD arrives to take 
command of the location. Equipment that may 
be considered doping paraphernalia includes 
any equipment, product, substance or material 
of any kind which is intended, designed or 
capable of use in processing, preparing, 
injecting, ingesting, inhaling or otherwise 
introducing a substance into the body.

5.3 In support of the CGF No-Needle Policy 
and Anti-Doping Standard, the CGF Anti-
Doping and Medical Commission will initiate 
a thorough investigation into the discovery of 
suspicious equipment including needles during 
the Games Period.
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PURPOSE AND APPLICATION 
1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 The Commonwealth Games Federation 
(CGF) has adopted this policy to outline the 
permitted publication and/or distribution to 
social and digital media of photographic and/
or video content at Birmingham 2022.

1.2 Participants choosing to share Games 
Time experiences through digital and social 
media must do so responsibly in a manner 
which:

1.2.1 Respects both themselves and others 
and does not infringe on the privacy or rights 
of other parties and Games partners

1.2.2	Protects	the	rights	and	benefits	of	
Birmingham 2022’s commercial and  
broadcast partners.

2 COVERED PERSONS

2.1 This policy applies in its entirety to all 
persons accredited to the Birmingham  
2022 Commonwealth Games, including for 
the avoidance of doubt all athletes,  
coaches	and	team	officials,	as	defined	in	
Section 3 of the Charter of Good Conduct.

B. BACKGROUND 
3 INTRODUCTION

3.1 The CGF seeks to ensure that sporting 
excellence inspires wide and lasting  
impacts across the Commonwealth. Social 
and digital media play a large part in this, 
ensuring that the inspiring moments, actions 

and impacts of the Commonwealth Games 
are seen and engaged with by the widest 
possible audience. 

3.2 The CGF seeks to ensure that all 
Accredited Persons have an enjoyable and  
fulfilling	experience	at	the	Games.	
Accordingly, all Accredited Persons must  
show respect and courtesy to others at all 
times and adhere to the scope of this policy.

C. SCOPE 
4 DEFINITION OF SOCIAL MEDIA

4.1 The CGF refers to social media to 
describe any interactive digitally mediated  
technologies that facilitates the sharing/
exchanging of information, ideas, interests, 
and other forms of expression via virtual 
communities and networks.

4.2 This includes, but is not limited to: 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn,  
Snapchat, Tik Tok, WeChat, WhatsApp, 
YouTube and Blogs.

5 USE OF STILL AND MOVING 
IMAGERY (PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO) 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

5.1 Accredited Persons may use any still 
photographs or still images taken by  
that Accredited Person within a Venue for 
personal, private, non-commercial and 
non-promotional purposes. Accordingly, 
the posting of photography to social media 
or personal blogs for non-commercial 
use is permitted at all Birmingham 2022 
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venues, provided it is in accordance with 
the requirements of this policy and guidance 
outlined in Annex 3.

5.2 The posting of recorded video and 
audio, inclusive of live streaming, to social 
media or personal blogs for non-commercial 
use is permitted by athletes, coaches, CGAs 
and	accredited	support	staff	at	all	Birmingham	
2022 non-competition venues including the 
Commonwealth Games Athletes’ Village and 
Training Venues. 

5.3 All broadcast rights associated with 
the	Games	are	reserved	for	official	Rights	
Holders. Therefore, in line with other major 
events in the UK, recording or transmission 
by any Accredited Person who is not a Rights 
Holding Broadcaster in any form of sounds 
or moving images of any part of any session 
in competition venues (e.g. live sport) at the 
Games for any purpose, is prohibited.

6 DUTY TO REPORT

6.1 Accredited Persons shall report any 
inappropriate or unpermitted recording,  

social media or digital activity which 
contravenes this policy to the CGF,  
CGFP, the Birmingham 2022 Organising 
Committee and/or the Accredited Person’s 
respective CGA. 

6.2 Inappropriate or unpermitted activity 
includes: 

6.2.1 Failure to protect and safeguard the 
rights (including the right to privacy) of all 
participants. 

6.2.2 Attempting to promote something 
that could cause an individual distress or 
embarrassment.

6.2.3 Attempting to promote a business or 
product at the Games that is not part of the 
Games Commercial Programme.

6.2.4 Infringing on broadcast rights associated 
with the Games that are reserved for Rights 
Holders only.

6.2.5 Attempting to promote something 
that	could	adversely	affect	the	esteem	and	

reputation of the Games.

D. PROCEDURE 
7 SANCTIONS

7.1 An infringement or alleged infringement 
of this Policy will be handled in accordance 
with the CGF’s Jurisdiction Rules.

E. MISCELLANEOUS 
8 RELATED POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES

8.1 Policies associated with the guidance 
and rules outlined in this Policy include:

8.1.1 CGF Entry and Eligibility Conditions 
Form

8.1.2 CGF Constitution

8.1.3 Birmingham 2022 Ticketing and Venue 
Terms and Conditions (for those in possession 
of a ticket)
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1. GENERAL GUIDANCE

1.1 Accredited Persons can share, re post, 
re tweet, comment, edit and promote any 
images, text and video content that will be 
published	across	the	official	Games	 
social media channels (see Annex 6: 
Definitions).	

1.2 Accredited Persons can take 
photographs to document their experience at 
the Games including images of the Villages 
and the Field of Play (FOP). Accredited 
Persons are permitted to share these images 
on their personal social media  
channels for non-commercial use only. 

1.3 Accredited Persons can take video 
footage to document their experience at the 
Games including the Villages, Training Venues 
and outside the competition venues (if they 
are an athlete, coach or CGA). Accredited 
Persons are permitted to share this footage 
on their personal social media channels for 
non-commercial use only. 

1.4 Accredited Persons may not take, 
record and/or transmit any sound or video 
and/or description of the competition venues 
including the Field of Play (e.g. live sport 
or ceremonies, results and/or statistics). 
Recording or transmission in any form of 
moving images of any part of live sport at the 
Games for any purpose is prohibited.

2. GENERAL PRINCIPLES

2.1 Accredited Persons are encouraged to 
post supportive comments to athletes and 
teams on social media during Games-Time. 

2.2 Accredited Persons are encouraged 
to tag or mention the relevant accounts or 
hashtags of the CGF and Birmingham 2022 
in posts. The relevant accounts and hashtags 
are:

2.2.1 Twitter: @thecgf  @birminghamcg22

2.2.2 Facebook: @thecgf  @Birmingham2022

2.2.3 Instagram: @thecgf  @birminghamcg22

2.2.4 TikTok: @CommonwealthSport

2.2.5 LinkedIn: Commonwealth Sport   
Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games

2.2.6 YouTube: Commonwealth Sport

2.2.7 Hashtags: #thecgf #B2022

2.3 Accredited Persons must not post 
messaging or images which are insulting, 
offensive	and	hurtful	on	social	media.	
Remember that harassment, hate speech, 
sexist and racist remarks are never 
appropriate and may be illegal.

2.4 Accredited Persons must not share any 
confidential	or	personal	information	about	
anyone else on any social media platforms. 
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Examples include the  
publication of telephone numbers, email 
addresses, accreditation cards, private  
conversations and/or personal 
accommodation and transport details. 

2.5 Accredited Persons must not capture 
or share any footage or images of  
someone else on social media without their 
permission. 

2.6 Accredited Persons must not share 
information across social media that might 
compromise the security, staging and 
organisation of the Games. Examples  include 
confidential	details	of	Ceremonies	or	the	
location of people and facilities not in the 
public domain.

2.7 Accredited Persons must note that 
using GPS and route recording programmes 
such as Strava is permitted for personal 
recording, however sharing the same 
information of others is not permitted.

2.8 Accredited Persons must not post any 
content which is, or may be mistaken to be, 
official	results.	This	is	restricted	to	accredited	
journalists and media. 

2.9 Accredited Persons must not publish 
anything which is for the purposes of  

discrimination,	offense,	hate	speech	or	
defamatory in nature. 

2.10 Accredited Persons must not make any 
commercial reference in any social  
media posts while attending the Games 
unless	given	specific	permission	by	 
Commonwealth Games Federation 
Partnerships (CGFP) or the CGF. Examples  
include paid partnerships, sponsored posts, 
promotions and any ‘#ads’ on social  
media channels. 
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PURPOSE AND APPLICATION 
1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 The CGF has adopted this 
Safeguarding Code to protect all individuals,  
especially children and athletes and adults at 
risk; to set expectations of behaviour when 
dealing with children and athletes/adults 
at risk (clarifying responsibilities, improving 
behaviours and decreasing the risk of 
allegations)’ and to ensure that concerns can 
be raised without fear of recrimination.

1.2 Covered persons shall create and/
or maintain an environment that prevents 
the abuse and exploitation of children and 
athletes/adults at risk and take  
appropriate action to minimise risks to 
children and athletes/adults at risk in  
accordance with the CGF Safeguarding 
Policy and any related guidance and 
procedures. 

2. COVERED PERSONS

2.1 This Code applies in its entirety at all 
times	to	CGF	Officials	as	defined	by	the	CGF	
Code of Ethics and Conduct (as amended 
from time to time).

2.2 During the Games Period the 
application of this Code extends in its entirety 
to all Athletes and Athlete Support Personnel 
at the Commonwealth Games,  
including all individuals accredited to the 

Commonwealth Games in Aa, Ab, Ac,  
Ac**, Am, Ao, B, B**, J and P accreditation 
categories.

B. SCOPE  
3. SAFEGUARDING CODE OF 
CONDUCT

3.1 Covered persons shall familiarise 
themselves with the CGF’s Safeguarding 
Policy and Procedures and any CGF 
safeguarding guidance relevant to their role. 

3.2 Covered persons shall respect all 
individuals’ rights, including in particular 
those of children and athletes/adults at risk, 
regardless of their age, ability or disability,  
gender, gender identity, marital status, 
pregnancy or maternity, race, religion  
or belief, sex, sexual orientation, language, 
socio-economic background or identity, or 
migration status.

3.3 Covered persons shall ensure the 
participation of children and athletes/adults at 
risk	when	taking	decisions	that	might	affect	
them. 

3.4 Covered persons shall respect the 
privacy	and	confidentiality	of	all	individuals,	
including children and athletes/adults at risk.

3.5 Covered persons shall always obtain 
appropriate consent before taking a  
photograph or video recording of an event 

14

Annex 4:  
Safeguarding 
Code of 
Conduct

14



that includes other individuals (and any 
such photographs or recordings should be 
appropriate in the context in which they are 
taken). 

3.6 Covered persons and especially team 
officials	shall	ensure	additional	support	 
is in place when required to meet the needs 
of a child or athlete/adult at risk, so that they 
are treated equally with others, including 
ensuring that they can access the same 
level of protection and opportunities as other 
participants. 

3.7 Covered persons shall participate and 
comply with any investigation (including  
interviews) when required and share any 
documentation or information necessary  
for completion of the investigation.

3.8 Covered persons shall maintain 
appropriate personal and professional  
boundaries at all times, meaning:

3.8.1 corresponding with children and 
athletes/adults at risk only where necessary 
and properly authorised (e.g., by the CGF or a 
CGA), and ensuring that any relevant parents/
carers are aware of such correspondence 
(including any text messages, emails and any 
private correspondence carried out via social 
media);

3.8.2 not spending time alone with a child 
or athlete/adult at risk unless it is necessary, 

authorised and subject to risk assessment in 
advance;

3.8.3 ensuring that physical contact with 
children and athletes/adults at risk is limited 
to that which is appropriate and necessary 
(private or unobserved situations  
should be avoided where possible);

3.8.4 Not taking children or athletes/adults at 
risk to your home or accommodation;

3.9 Covered persons shall not behave in 
any way that is harmful/abusive, or might be 
harmful/abusive, to children or athletes/adults 
at risk, including by not doing  
any of the following (by way of non-exhaustive 
examples):

3.9.1 fondling, holding, kissing, hugging or 
touching a child or athlete/adult at risk in an 
inappropriate or culturally insensitive way;

3.9.2 intimidating, threatening, coercing or 
bullying children or athletes/adults at risk;

3.9.3 engaging children or athletes/adults at 
risk in any suggestive conversation  
whether in person or otherwise, e.g., 
via text message, email or any private 
correspondence carried out via social media 
or any other means;

3.9.4 engaging or attempting to engage 
in any form of sexual or other inappropriate 
activity or relationship with children (i.e., those 

under the age of 18) regardless of the local 
age of consent (mistaken belief in the age of a 
child is not a defence);

3.9.5 engaging children or athletes/adults 
at risk in any form of sexual activity which 
involves a form of exchange (e.g., money, 
employment, goods, access to services and/
or assistance, etc.);

3.9.6 engaging in any form of humiliating, 
degrading or exploitative behaviour;

3.9.7 engaging in harmful traditional 
practices such as, for example, female genital 
mutilation,	breast	flattening,	forced	or	child	
marriage;

3.9.8 engaging in any attempts to radicalise 
others;

3.9.9 abusing a position of trust;

3.9.10 possessing, creating or sharing 
indecent images of children and/or athletes/ 
adults at risks (this will always be reported to 
the relevant authorities);

3.9.11 using physical punishment/discipline 
or use of physical force of any kind towards 
children or athletes/adults at risk;

3.9.12 doing things of a personal nature for 
children and/or athletes/adults at risk (e.g., 
taking a child to the toilet/bathroom; helping 
them get un/dressed etc.) that they  
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can do for themselves;

3.9.13 participating in activities or condone 
behaviours towards children and/or  
athletes/adults at risk, which is illegal, unsafe, 
or abusive; or

3.9.14 engaging with children and/or athletes/
adults	at	risk	while	under	the	influence	of	
alcohol or drugs. 

3.10 Covered persons shall comply with 
all relevant international standards and 
local child labour laws in relation to a child’s 
involvement or participation in sporting  
activity, and ensure any such labour is 
not inappropriate, exploitative or harmful 
given their age or developmental capacity, 
which interferes with their time available 
for education and recreational activities, or 
which	places	them	at	significant	risk	of	injury,	
exploitation, or violence. 

3.11 Covered persons shall display high 
standards of professional behaviour at all 

times, providing a positive role model for 
children and athletes/adults at risk. 

4. DUTY TO REPORT

4.1 As outlined in CGF’s Safeguarding 
Policy, covered persons shall promptly report 
to safeguarding@thecgf.com incidents or 
concerns where they believe or  
suspect that a child or an adult at risk has 
been harmed or might be at risk of harm, or 
someone has engaged in poor practice in 
their dealings with children or adults at risk.

C. PROCEDURE 
5. SANCTIONS

5.1 An infringement or alleged infringement 
of this Code will be handled in  
accordance with the CGF’s Jurisdiction Rules.

5.2 The CGF may use this Code of 
Conduct to help inform and guide its 
response to any concerns in relation to the 
treatment of children and athletes or adults at 
risk. 
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PURPOSE

1. PREAMBLE

1.1. Acknowledging the danger to 
sports integrity from the manipulation 
of sports competitions, the CGF 
restates its  
commitment to safeguarding the 
integrity of sport, including the  
protection of clean athletes and 
competitions.

1.2. Due to the complex nature of 
this threat, the CGF recognises  
that it cannot tackle this threat alone, 
and hence cooperation  
with public authorities, in particular 
law enforcement and sports  
betting entities, is crucial.

1.3. The CGF declares its 
commitment to support the integrity 
of	sport	and	fight	against	the	
manipulation of competitions by  
publishing and adhering to the Code 
on the Prevention of the  
Manipulation of Competitions, and 
by adhering to the standards set out 
in the Olympic Movement Code on 
the Prevention of the Manipulation 
of Competitions and requiring its 
Affiliated	CGAs	to	do	likewise

B. APPLICATION 
2. APPLICATION AND SCOPE

2.1. The Code will come into 
force on the date approved by the 
Executive Board.

2.2. The Code shall apply to all 
CGF Participants who participate,  
assist in or prepare Athletes to 
participate in CGF Competitions. 
Each CGF Participant shall be 
bound by, and be required to 
comply with, the Code by virtue of 
such participation, assistance or 
preparation.

2.3. It shall be the personal 
responsibility of every CGF 
Participant to make himself or herself 
aware of the Code including,  
without limitation, what conduct 
constitutes a violation of the  
Code and to comply with those 
requirements. CGF Participants  
should also be aware that conduct 
prohibited under the Code may also 
constitute	a	criminal	offence	and/or	a	
breach of other applicable laws and 
regulations including other  
regulations of the CGF and 
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international sports federations.  
CGF Participants must comply with 
all applicable laws and regulations at 
all times.

C. VIOLATIONS 
3. VIOLATIONS

3.1. The following conduct 
constitutes a violation of the Code:

3.1.1 Betting:  Betting in relation 
either to:

3.1.1.1 a Competition in which 
the CGF Participant is directly 
participating; or

3.1.1.2 the CGF Participant’s sport; 
or

3.1.1.3 any event of a multi-sport 
Competition in which he or she is a 
CGF Participant.

3.1.2 Manipulation of sports 
competitions:  An intentional 
arrangement, act or omission aimed 
at an improper alteration of the result 
or the course of a sports competition 
in order to remove all or part of the 
unpredictable nature of the sports 
competition with a view to obtaining 
an	undue	Benefit	for	oneself	or	for	
others.

3.1.3 Corrupt conduct:  Providing, 

requesting, receiving, seeking, or 
accepting	a	Benefit	related	to	the	
manipulation of a competition or any 
other form of corruption.

3.1.4 Inside information:  

3.1.4.1 Using Inside Information for 
the purposes of Betting, any form  
of manipulation of sports 
competitions or any other corrupt  
purposes whether by the CGF 
Participant or via another person  
and/or entity.

3.1.4.2 Disclosing Inside 
Information to any person and/or 
entity, with  
or	without	Benefit,	where	the	CGF	
Participant knew or should have 
known that such disclosure might 
lead to the information being used 
for the purposes of Betting, any form 
of manipulation of competitions or 
any other corrupt purposes.

3.1.4.3 Giving and/or receiving a 
Benefit	for	the	provision	of	Inside	
Information regardless of whether 
any Inside Information is actually 
provided.

3.1.5 Failure to report and reporting 
mechanism:

3.1.5.1 Failing to report to the CGF 
or a relevant disclosure/reporting 

mechanism	or	authority,	at	the	first	
available opportunity, full details 
of any approaches or invitations 
received by the CGF Participant to 
engage in conduct or incidents that 
could amount to a violation of the 
Code.

3.1.5.2 Failing to report to the CGF 
or a relevant disclosure/reporting 
mechanism	or	authority,	at	the	first	
available opportunity, full details 
of any incident, fact or matter that 
comes to the attention of the CGF 
Participant (or of which they ought 
to have been reasonably aware) 
including approaches or invitations 
that have been received by another 
CGF Participant to engage in 
conduct that could amount to a 
violation of the Code.

3.1.5.3 The disclosure/reporting 
mechanism or authority is the IOC’s 
Integrity and Compliance Hotline 
which is available at: www.olympic.
org/integrityhotline

3.1.6 Failure to cooperate:

3.1.6.1 Failing to cooperate with 
any investigation carried out by  
the CGF in relation to a possible 
breach of the Code, including,  
without limitation, failing to provide 
accurately, completely and  

without undue delay any information 
and/or documentation  
and/or access or assistance 
requested by the CGF as part of  
such investigation.

3.1.6.2 Obstructing or delaying any 
investigation that may be carried out 
by the CGF in relation to a possible 
violation of the Code, including 
without limitation concealing, 
tampering with or  
destroying any documentation or 
other information that may be  
relevant to the investigation.

4. APPLICATION OF 
REGULATION 3.1

4.1. For the determination of 
whether a violation has been  
committed, the following are not 
relevant:

4.1.1. whether or not the CGF 
Participant is participating in the  
Competition concerned;

4.1.2. the outcome of the 
Competition on which the Bet was 
made or intended to be made;

4.1.3.	whether	or	not	any	Benefit	or	
other consideration was actually  
given or received;

4.1.4. the nature or outcome of the 
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Bet;

4.1.5. whether or not the CGF 
Participant’s	effort	or	performance	 
in the Competition concerned was 
(or could be expected to have been) 
affected	by	the	acts	or	omission	in	
question;

4.1.6. whether or not the result of 
the Competition concerned was  
(or	could	be	expected	to	be)	affected	
by the acts or omission  
in question;

4.1.7. whether or not the 
manipulation included a violation 
of a technical rule of the CGF or its 
affiliated	organisation;

4.1.8. whether or not the 
competition was attended by the 
competent national or international 
representative of the CGF.

4.2. Any form of aid, abetment or 
attempt by a CGF Participant that 
could culminate in a violation of the 
Code shall be treated as if a violation 
had been committed, whether or 
not such an act in fact resulted 
in a violation and/or whether that 
violation was committed deliberately 
or negligently.

C. DISCIPLINARY 
PROCEDURES 
5. INVESTIGATIONS

5.1. The Participant who is alleged 
to have committed a violation of 
this Code must be informed of the 
alleged violations that have been 
committed, details of the alleged 
acts and/or omissions, and the 
range of possible sanctions.

5.2. Notice to a Participant may be 
accomplished by delivery of the  
notice to the CGA concerned. If the 
Participant concerned by a breach of 
these rules is an athlete or member 
of CGA or  National Team 
delegation, the CGA President/
Secretary General or National 
Team Chef de Mission must be 
notified.	The	Member	CGA	shall	be	
responsible for immediately  
communicating the notice to the 
Participant.

5.3. Upon request by the CGF 
or its designate, the concerned 
Participant must provide any 
information which the CGF or its  
designate considers may be relevant 
to investigate the alleged  
violation, including records relating 
to the alleged violation (such as 

betting account numbers and 
information, itemised telephone bills, 
bank statements, internet service 
records, computers, hard drives and 
other electronic information storage 
devices), and/or a statement setting 
out the relevant  
facts and circumstances around the 
alleged violation.

5.4. Where following investigation, 
the CGF decides to charge a 
Participant with a violation of 
this Code, the CGF shall transfer 
any such matter to the CGF 
Federation Court for determination 
in accordance with the CGF rules, 
regulations and byelaws.

5.5. The CGF may, at any point, 
decide to transfer the matter to the  
Designated Person for process in 
accordance with the Jurisdiction 
Rules of the CGF. 

6. RIGHTS OF THE 
CONCERNED PERSON

6.1. In all procedures linked to 
violations of the present Code, the  
following rights must be respected:

6.1.1. The right to be informed of the 
charges; and

6.1.2. Subject to Section 5.5 the 
right to a fair, timely and impartial  
hearing either by appearing 
personally in front of the Federation  
Court and/or submitting a defence in 
writing; and

6.1.3. The right to be accompanied 
and/or represented.

6.2. In all procedures linked to 
violations of the present Code, the  
following rights must be respected:

7. BURDEN AND STANDARD 
OF PROOF

7.1. The CGF shall have the 
burden of establishing that a 
violation has been committed. The 
standard of proof in all matters under 
this Code shall be ‘comfortable 
satisfaction’, a standard which  
is	defined	as	being	greater	than	a	
mere balance of probability but less 
than proof beyond a reasonable 
doubt that a breach of this Code has 
occurred.

8. CONFIDENTIALITY

8.1.	 The	principle	of	confidentiality	
must be strictly respected by the  
CGF during all the procedures; 
information should only be 
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exchanged with entities on a need 
to	know	basis.	Confidentiality	must	
also be strictly respected by any 
person concerned by the procedure 
until there is public disclosure of the 
case.

9. ANONYMITY OF THE 
PERSON MAKING A REPORT

9.1. Anonymous reporting is 
facilitated through the the IOC’s 
Integrity and Compliance Hotline 
available at: www.olympic. org/
integrityhotline. However, it is 
recommended to encourage that 
personal information is disclosed to 
enable appropriate follow up when 
reports are made.

10. APPEALS

10.1. The CGF has an appropriate 
appeal framework to the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, CAS.

10.2. The procedure for the appeal 
will be conducted in English and in 
accordance with English Law. 

10.3. Subject to Article 10.2 the 
procedure for the appeal shall in 
accordance with the CAS Rules 
under the Code of Sports-related 
Arbitration.

11. PROVISIONAL MEASURES

11.1. The CGF may impose any 
provisional measures it deems 
where there is a particular risk to the 
reputation of the sport, while  
ensuring respect for Articles 5.1 to 
8.1 of this Code. Provisional  
Measures may include the decision 
to video record a competition, 
the decision to change the 
referee or judges just prior to the 
commencement of a competition, 
exclusion of a Participant from a 
competition or training venue etc. 

11.2. Where a provisional measure 
is imposed, this shall be taken into 
consideration in the determination of 
any sanction which may ultimately 
be imposed.

D. SANCTIONS 
12. SANCTIONS

12.1. Where it is determined that a 
violation has been committed, the 
CGF shall impose an appropriate 
sanction upon the Participant from 
the range of permissible sanctions, 
which may range from a minimum of 
a warning to a maximum of life ban, 
financial	sanctions,	disqualification	
of results, forfeiture of medals or 
prizes won, or an award of costs.

12.2. When determining the 
appropriate sanctions applicable,  
the CGF shall take into consideration 
all aggravating and  
mitigating circumstances and 
shall	detail	the	effect	of	such	
circumstances	on	the	final	sanction	
in the written decision.

12.3. Substantial assistance 
provided by a Participant that results 
in the discovery or establishment of 
an	offence	by	another	Participant	
may reduce any sanction applied 
under this Code.

E. MUTUAL RECOGNITION 
13. MUTUAL RECOGNITION

13.1. Subject to the right of appeal, 
any decision in compliance with 
this Code by any other Sporting 
Organisation will be recognised and 
respected by the CGF. 

13.2. The CGF will recognise and 
respect the decision(s) made by  
any other sporting body or court of 
competent jurisdiction which is not 
a	Sporting	Organisation	as	defined	
under this Code. 
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Annex 6:  
Definitions

The words and phrases used in this Code of 
Conduct	that	are	defined	terms	(denoted	by	
initial	capital	letters)	have	the	meanings	specified	
below:

“Accredited Persons” means any accredited 
person of the Commonwealth Games who is 
defined	within	one	of	the	accredited	Clients	
Groups in the CGF’s Accreditation Manual, 
including, but not limited to: Athletes & Team 
Officials,	Broadcast,	Games	Family,	Press,	
Sponsors,	Technical	Officials,	Workforce	
(includes	paid	staff,	volunteers	and	contractors).	
This status is applied for the duration of the 
individual’s time at the Games.

“Athlete” means any athlete competing in the 
Commonwealth Games who is a member of or 
affiliated	to	a	CGA,	or	is	otherwise	subject	to	the	
jurisdiction of the CGF.

“Athlete Support Personnel” means any 
coach,	trainer,	manager,	agent,	team	staff,	
official,	medical	or	para-medical	personnel,	
selector, family member or other person working 
with or assisting an Athlete.

“Audio” means the transmission, reception, or 
reproduction of sound.

“Benefit” in the context of the Code on 
Prevention of Manipulation of Competition 
means the direct or indirect receipt or provision 
of money or the equivalent such as, but 
not limited to, bribes, gains, gifts and other 
advantages including, without limitation, 

winnings and/or potential winnings as a result of 
a	wager;	the	foregoing	shall	not	include	official	
prize money, appearance fees or payments to be 
made under sponsorship or other contracts.

“Broadcast Rights” mean the rights that CGFP 
has negotiated with the Host Broadcaster and 
other Rights Holding Broadcasting organisations 
to show, stream or transmit the Commonwealth 
Games across the world on television, on digital 
or radio, either live, delayed or highlights.

“CGA” means those sports bodies of 
Commonwealth Countries (including 
Commonwealth Games Associations, National 
Olympic Committees or other multi-sports 
bodies formed by a Commonwealth Country) 
that	are	affiliated	to	the	CGF	in	accordance	with	
the CGF’s articles of association and the CGF 
Byelaws, and that are company law members 
of the CGF.

“CGF” means the Commonwealth Games 
Federation which is the legal entity 
responsible for the direction and control of the 
Commonwealth Games and Commonwealth 
Youth Games, and for delivering on the vision of 
the Commonwealth Sport Movement.

“CGF Officials” means directors, members 
of CGF commissions and committees and 
volunteers.

“CGF Participant” means any person who 
accepts or assumes a function in the CGF, or in 
association with the CGF, or who is engaged in 

any capacity under the jurisdiction of the CGF 
regardless of whether it is a voluntary or paid 
position, elected or appointed, and without 
limiting the generality of the foregoing includes: 
Affiliated	CGAs;	athletes	eligible	for	nomination	
to, or forming part of, any team participating 
in sport competitions over which CGF has 
jurisdiction; persons working with those teams or 
athletes, including coaches, trainers, managers, 
agents,	team	officials	and	staff,	medical	and	
paramedical personnel working with or treating 
athletes participating in or preparing for sports 
competitions, and all other persons working 
with	athletes,	and	sports	technical	officials;	
CGF employees and persons under contract 
with	the	CGF;	CGF	Officials,	Umpires,	Referees,	
Jury Members and Technical Delegates; any 
person who is the owner of, a shareholder in, an 
executive	or	a	staff	member	of	the	entities	which	
organise and/or promote sports competitions; 
and any other accredited or engaged persons, 
the	Host	City	Organising	Committee	staff	and	
volunteer or where appropriate, other competent 
sports organisations that recognise the 
competition.

“Client Groups” mean the following groups 
whose access rights and entitlements for 
Birmingham	2022	have	been	defined	by	the	
CGF and OC in the CGF Accreditation Manual: 
Commonwealth Games Federation (CGF); 
Commonwealth Games Associations (CGAs); 
Organising Committee; Future Organising 
Committee; International Federations (IFs); 
Broadcasters; Press and Photographers; 
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Sponsors.

“Code of Ethics and Conduct” means the Code of Ethics and Conduct 
adopted by the CGF under CGF Byelaw 11, as amended from time to 
time.

“Commercial Programme” means the programme of sponsors and 
commercial entities who have committed their support to the success of 
one or more Games.

“Commercial Use” means any activity in which an image or video (or 
product	or	service)	is	used	for	financial	gain.	

 “Commonwealth Games Federation Partnerships (CGFP)” means the 
joint venture between the Commonwealth Games Federation (CGF) and 
SPORTFIVE which manages the development and implementation of the 
Commonwealth Games event delivery model, working collaboratively with 
Games’ hosts. CGFP is responsible for generating commercial revenue 
from TV Rights, sponsorship, licensing and merchandise and for broadcast 
management and the provision of technology solutions for each Games 
and for supporting the CGF in identifying future Games hosts. 

“Commonwealth Games Policies” means the policies, rules, statements, 
charters, codes, guidelines, forms and similar prepared by the CGF, as 
amended from time to time including, without limitation:

(a) Byelaw 17; (b) Manipulation of Sports Competition Rules; (c) Anti-
Doping Rules; (d) No Needle Policy; (e) Social Media Policy; (f) Athlete 
Advocacy Guidelines; (g) Parade Protocols; (h) Safeguarding of Children 
and Adults at Risk of Harm Policy; (i) Code of Ethics and Conduct; (j) CGF 
Policy on Branding on Competition Clothing and Equipment; and (k) CGF 
Entry Form for Commonwealth Games (l) CGF Jurisdiction Rules.

“Commonwealth Sports Movement”	means	the	CGF,	Affiliated	CGAs,	
Organising Committees, CGF Partnerships, Commonwealth Sports 
Foundation and other partner organisations whose collective vision is 
to build peaceful, sustainable and prosperous communities across the 
Commonwealth through sport.

“Competition” means any sports competition, tournament, match or 
event, organised in accordance with the rules of the CGF.

“Competition Venues” mean the secure environments chosen by the 
Host City where athletes are able to participate in the selected sports of 
that Commonwealth Games.

“Entry and Eligibility Conditions Form” means the form outlining the 
eligibility rules and conditions of entry all athletes must comply with in 
order to compete in a Commonwealth Games. 

“Field of Play (FOP)” means the area within a venue that hosts live sport 
or ceremonies and displays the results and coverage of the events  

“Games Partners” means companies / commercial entities that have 
agreed	sponsorship	deals	with	the	CGF	/	CGFP	to	provide	financial	and	/	
or value-in-kind (VIK) support to CGFP and the Organising Committee for 
an agreed package of rights for the duration of one or more Games.

“Games Period” refers	to	the	official	opening	and	closing	of	the	
Commonwealth Games Athletes’ Villages (19 July – 11 August 2022) and 
comprises	the	official	dates	of	the	Birmingham	2022	Commonwealth	
Games (28 July – 9 August 2022). 

“Host Broadcaster” means the organisation responsible for producing 
the international radio and television signals for the Games. The Host 
Broadcaster also coordinates and services RHBs’ requirements as well 
as installing and operating the technical broadcasting facilities at the 
venues and the International Broadcast Centre (IBC), providing broadcast 
telecommunications and other services that may be required for the 
unilateral broadcast coverage of the Commonwealth Games.

“Inside Information” means information relating to any competition that 
a person possesses by virtue of his or her position in relation to a sport 
or competition, excluding any information already published or common 
knowledge, easily accessible to interested members of the public or 
disclosed in accordance with the rules and regulations governing the 
relevant Competition.

“IOC” means the International Olympic Committee.

“Jurisdiction Rules” means the procedures for determining suspected 
and/or alleged breaches of Commonwealth Games Codes, Charters 

and Policies as set out in the CGF Jurisdiction Rules as published and 
amended from time to time.

“Non-Commercial use” means usage for a range of possibilities such 
as artistic, educational, scholarly, and personal projects that will not be 
marketed,	promoted,	or	sold	for	any	financial	gain.

“Non-Rights Holder” means an individual or organisation that has not 
been granted the commercial right to broadcast the Commonwealth 
Games in a particular territory by or on behalf of the CGF or OC. 

“Rights Holder” means an individual or organisation that has been 
granted the commercial right to broadcast the Commonwealth Games in 
a particular territory by or on behalf of the CGF or OC. Also referred to as 
Rights Holding Broadcaster (RHB) and may include terrestrial free to air, 
Pay-TV and Over The Top (OTT) Broadcasters.

“Social Media” means digital platforms and applications that enables 
users to create communities and share content, images and video or to 
participate in social networking. For more information, see section 4.1 and 
4.2 of this Policy. 

“Sports Betting”, “Bet” or “Betting” means any wager of a stake of 
monetary value in the expectation of a prize of monetary value, subject to 
a future and uncertain occurrence related to a sports competition

“Sports organisation” means, in particular, the IOC, all International 
Federations,	Affiliated	CGAs	and	CGF	recognised	organisations.

“Still and Moving Imagery” means Photography, Video and Audio 

“Training Venue” means the secure environments chosen by the Host 
City where Athletes are able to train ahead of the participation in their 
selected sports.
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